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EXHIBITION 
 

"THE SHADOWS, German Expressionism in Cinema and its Legacy" 
 

Kastelliotissa Hall, Old Nicosia 
7 - 19 November 2017 

 
Evagoras and Kathleen Lanitis Foundation in collaboration with Goethe Institut 
Cyprus are organising the exhibition, "THE SHADOWS, German Expressionism in 
Cinema and its Legacy". The exhibition, which includes film screenings, lectures, 
important exhibits and audiovisual material from this milestone period in the history of 
cinema, will be inaugurated on Monday, November 6th, 2017 at 19:30 at the 
Kastelliotissa Hall, in old Nicosia. The exhibition will open for the public on Tuesday, 
November 7th, and will remain open until November 19th, with free entrance to all. 
Major Sponsor of the exhibition is the Ministry of Education and Culture and it is being 
realised in collaboration with Deutsche Kinematek and Murnau Foundation, Germany. 
 
The exhibition - A cinematic journey through German Experissionism 
 
Τhis interactive exhibition combines and includes exhibits, photographic material, 
documentaries, short and feature films, lectures and workshops in an especially designed 
hall, inspired by the aesthetics of expressionism.  The medieval hall of Kastelliotissa, will be 
transformed into a large cinematic "Film Set - Plateau", inspired by German expressionism 
and will offer a unique experience to its visitors. 
 
The exhibition aims to relate the past with the present, putting emphasis on the significant 
influence of the movement to the future development of cinema, television, comics and 
contemporary pop culture. From Orson Wells and Alfred Hitchcock, up until Tim Burton and 
Guillermo Del Toro. What does Metropolis hold in common with Blade Runner, BATMAN and 
SINCITY? German expressionism in cinema, has left its unique mark. It has left a shadow on 
nearly all the genres of cinema that followed, and one can identify the aesthetics, histories, 
and characters that came alive on the big screen, almost a century ago.    
 



Posters, exhibits, photographs, drawings, notes from the Deutsche Kinematek museum in 
Berlin, alongside interesting audiovisual material, which were created specifically for this 
exhibition will take the visitor on a ride through the fascinating world of German 
expressionism.   
 
Welcome to the world of German Expressionist cinema! 
 
Imagine yourself walking down a long and winding corridor. As you pass through each 
doorway, you are plunged from complete black to stark white. A bright light shines directly on 
to your face, causing your shadow to twist and bend and attain a life of its own….  Welcome 
to the world of German Expressionist cinema! 

German expressionism as an arts movement emerged in Europe after World War I.  It made 
its first appearance in literature and painting, then had an influence on theatre and 
architecture and finally cinema, where it reached its heyday at a time when Germany was a 
country in ruins and devastation. Expressionism as a concept refers to the mode in which an 
artist seeks to depict a subjective, emotional rather than an objective, realistic world.  

German expressionism is justifiably considered to be the first and one of the most important 
movements in the history of cinema.  The stylised films made during the inter-war period in 
Germany are cinematographic works of art which have even been characterised as the first 
art-house movies.  They constitute the basis upon which the most popular and most 
commercial cinema genres emerged: film noir, horror, sci-fi; for the last century they have 
been impacting the evolution of audiovisual art, visibly leaving their mark on the works of the 
most important creators of modern times.  

Screenings 

At the especially designed space of Kastelliotissa Hall, the visitors will have the chance to 
watch films, and excerpts of films. The entrance to all the screenings is free of charge.   

Within the framework of the exhibition the following films will be screened: 

The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari (1920), Dir. Robert Wiene, 7/11 (20:30) 

Golem (1920), Dir. Paul Wegener, 8/11 (19:30) 

The adventures of Prince Achmed, Dir. Lotte Reiniger, 10/11 (20:30) 

Nosferatu (1922), Dir. F. W. Murnau, 11/11 (19:30) 

Faust (1926), Dir. Paul Wegener, 12/11 (19:30) 

Τhe Hands of Orlac (1924), Dir. Robert Wiene, 16/11 (19:30) 

Metropolis (1927), Dir. Fritz Lang,  19/11 (19:00) 



The silent film Metropolis, will conclude the activities of the exhibition on 19/11, will be 
combined with live, electronic music score, performed by musicians Pan and Isel. 

Lectures 

During the exhibition, acclaimed speakers and film academics will give lectures about the 
movement, its genesis, its characteristics, and how it influenced world cinema through the 
years, up until contemporary times.  
 
Director Martin Jabs from Germany, will deliver the lecture, In Love with the Dark Side 
(7/11, 19:00) while Dr. Niki Louizidi, Lecturer, Athens School of Fine Arts and Emeritus 
Professor, Dept. of Fine Arts TEPAK, will deliver a lecture entitled, "POWER AND 
HYPNOSIS, from the Cabinet of Dr Caligari to the testament of Dr Mabuse" (10/11, 
19:00). The lectures are open to the public. Martin Jabs's lecture will be given in the English 
language, while Dr Louizidou's will be in Greek.   

Join us for an exploration of the dark, shadowy yet fascinating world of German 
expressionism in cinema!   

OPENING HOURS : Monday - Friday 09:00 - 13:00 | 16:00 - 21:00, Weekends: 11:00 - 
22:00 

FREE ENTRANCE 
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